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by half-truths and intricate falsehoods and slowly sap the resist-
ance of a body akeady undermined, would be far more danger-
ous than a Hitler madly, furiously and openly attacking as on
November 9th, 1923, at Munich.
De la Rocque too set about reorganising his Croix de feu and
began worming them into the Chamber of Deputies through his
own " P.S.F.", the French Social Party, or indirectly through
other parties. He even went so far in his cynical " goodwill " as
to honour the Synagogue with a visit, thus apparently giving
some justification to the short-sighted policy adopted by the
Brothers Weil of the banking-house of Lazar Freres. Bonnet,
representative of this policy and with interests in the bank, is
still in Paris, while Felix David Weil was unable to take with
him to America the art treasures secreted in the strong-rooms
of the Banque de France at the beginning of the war.
That the first attempt at wielding power under cover of
" puppet " ancients had failed with Doumergue in no way caused
the reactionaries to despair. The general public's first reaction,
recalling " Papa " Dournergue's fine record, proves them right in
thinking that the able use of this method would always produce
the results desired. Hitler had found this method very successful
with Hindenburg, who had the grace to choose the right moment
to die, and Mussolini, for the same reason, was careful not to
overthrow " the little monkey ", People have instinctively be-
lieved since the days of republican Athens that a policy approved
by the aged, with their experience and wisdom and moreover
their apparent disinterest as safeguard, can only be inspired by
the common good and not guided by the interest to safeguard
the privileged class. This unfounded belief, like so many other
false " myths " deep-rooted hi the masses, explains to a great
extent the widespread adulation of Petain in 1940 and the short-
lived revival of his popularity in April 1944. But while Hinden-
burg in Germany formed only the curtain behind which the young
strength of the Nazis was preparing for world conquest, the
assumption of power in France by old men and outworn politi-
cians in turn, from Doumergue to Weygand, meant that the
bourgeoisie, misled, deceived, divided, tired, bloodless and ex-
hausted, had chosen a form of governmental representation
adequate to its failing strength. This equation was mystically
completed the day that Petain, with a gesture of transcendent
faith, made " a gift of his person to the nation ".
And how that common crook, Alexandre Stavisky, assassinated
by Chiappe's men to prevent him " talking ", and at least the
historical instrument, if not the basic cause, of this inevitable